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UNIVERSAL  MILITARY  TRAINING 

President  Truman  at  his  press  conference  on  May  8  called  for  enactment  of  compulsory  mili¬ 
tary  training  by  Congress  at  this  session  before  adjournment  in  July*  The  President's 
Commission  on  Universal  Training,  which  has  been  conducting  closed  hearings  since  Christ¬ 
mas,  is  working  now  on  its  report,  which  is  expected  about  June  1*  The  Washington  Daily 
News,  in  an  exclusive  story  May  22,  predicts  a  report  favoring  universal  military  training 
and  a  presidential  message  urging  its  adoption  by  Congress*  The  chairman  of  the  House 
Anned  Services  Subcommittee  on  Education  and  Training  states  that  hearings  on  UMT  will  be 
held  in  June* 

In  the  meantime,  the  campaign  for  UMT  has  been  intensified*  The  National  Legionnaire  de¬ 
voted  its  entire  April  number  to  UMT.  American  Legion  National  Commander  Paul  H*  Griffith 
wrote  in  the  lead  article,  "The  time  has  come  for  the  big  push  to  enact  Universal  Military 
Training*  The  hour  is  NOW....  I  am  appealing  to  each  individual  Legionnaire  to  become  a 
missionary  in  the  cause  of  Universal  Military  Training  as  expounded  in  the  American  Plan. 
Carry  the  word  to  every  nook  and  corner  of  the  land..**  Be  sure  the  people  do  not  confuse 
Universal  Military  Training  with  compulsory  military  service****" 

Karl  T*  Compton  and  Daniel  A.  Poling  (members  of  the  President's  Commission  on  Universal 
Training),  Cordell  Hull,  Secretary  of  State  Marshall,  and  President  Charles  Seymour  of  Yale 
are  among  the  individuals  quoted  in  the  Legionnaire  in  favor  of  UMT*  Detailed  instructions 
are  given  for  getting  newspaper  publicity,  correspondence  in  the  press,  local  radio  pro¬ 
grams,  speeches  before  clubs  and  societies,  and  suggestions  to  the  pastor  for  sermons  and 
speeches  ("In  the  event  a  pastor  in  your  community  speaks  favorably  on  the  subject,  be  sure 
to  ask  him  to  provide  a  copy  of  his  sermon  to  the  editor  or  church  editor  of  your  local 
newspaper*  This  is  real  news;  the  editor  will  be  glad  to  have  it*")*  Five-minute,  ten- 
minute,  15-minute,  and  20-minute  talks  on  the  American  Plan,  radio  transcriptions,  sample 
letters  to  Congressmen,  suggested  letters  to  newspaper  editors,  editorials  for  local  news¬ 
papers,  instructions  for  Congressional  contacts,  window  display  cards,  etc*,  are  all  avail¬ 
able  .free  for  Legionnaires  to  use  in  their  campaign* 

The  army  has  also  stepped  up  its  drive  for  UMT.  Army  planes  are  offered  to  leaders  of 
national  organizations,  educators,  journalists,  and  others  for  free  passage  to  and  from  the 
Fort  Knox  Experimental  Unit.  Favorable  articles  are  appearing  in  national  magazines  and  in 
the  newspapers.  The  army  public  relations  section  has  prepared  stories  on  every  individual 
JMT  trainee,  which  have  been  sent  with  pictures  to  their  local  press,  and  is  preparing  a 
second  round  of  such  publicity*  The  army  is  using  Fort  Knox  as  its  Number  One  selling 
point  and  apparently  believes  that,  if  their  campaign  can  continue  long  enough,  the  opposi¬ 
tion  to  UMT  will  collapse  and  Congressional  approval  be  secured.  The  first  of  a  series  of 
three  issues  of  Conscription  News  dealing  with  the  Unit  is  enclosed  with  this  Newsletter. 

Apparently  members  of  Congress  do  not  receive  as  much  mail  against  universal  military  train¬ 
ing  as  they  did  last  year.  A  number  of  Congressmen  have  indicated  that  their  opposition  is 
weakening  because  of  the  general  unsettled  world  conditions,  the  worsening  of  our  relations 
with  Russia,  and  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  military  aid  to  Greece  and  Turk^.  A  2l*0-page 
compilation  of  anti-conscription  resolutions  passed  in  the  last  two  years  has  been  presented 
to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  as  evidence  of  the  widespread  opposition  on  the  part  of  bhurch, 
educational,  farm,  labor,  and  veterans  groups  —  WHICH  MUST  BECOME  VOCAL  NOW.  Have  you 
written  this  year  to  members  of  the  Armed  Services  Committees,  Republican  and  Democratic 
leaders  in  the  House  and  Senate,  and  your  Congressman? 


MILITARY  AID  TO  GREECE  AND  TURKEY 
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There  has  been  more  heart  searching  and  unhappiness  in  Congress  over  the  bill  for* military- 
aid  to  Greece  and  Turkey  than  over  perhaps  any  measure  so  far  this  session.  The  vote  in 
the  Senate,  approximately  3-1  in  favor,  and  in  the  House  2-1,  did  not  indicate  the  real 
opposition  or  doubt  in  the  minds  of  members  of  Congress.  To  vote  against  it  seemed  to  them 
an  invitation  to  Russia  to  expand  territorially  in  the  Dardanelles  and  to  repudiate  the 
President  at  a  critical  time.  To  vote  for  it  seemed  a  dovm  payment  on  a  policy  neither 
whose  cost  nor  end  could  be  foreseen,  and  at  best  a  doubtful  gamble  in  achieving  peace. 

The  debate  in  the  country  and  in  Congress  impressed  the  State  Department  with  the  strong 
feeling  of  the  people  that  the  United  Nations  had  been  by-passed,  an  oversight  only  partly 
remedied  by  the  Vandenberg  amendments. 

Only  fourteen  representatives  voted  against  the  proposed  cut  of  the  000, 000  relief 

bill  and  also  against  aid  to  Greece  and  Turkey.  Three  of  these  were  Republicans:  Frank  A, 
Mathews,  William  J.  Miller  (Conn,),  Thomas  L.  Owens,  The  Democrats  were:  John  A.  Blatnik, 
Hei^n  Gahagan  Douglas,  V^alter  K,  Granger,  Chet  Holifield,  Arthur  G,  Klein,  Toby  Morris  , 
(Okla.)*,*  Joseph  L.  Pfeifer,  Adam  C.  Powell,  Adolph  J.  Sabath,  George  G.  Sadowski. 

RELIEF  TO  EX-UNRRA  COUNTRIES 

H.J.Res.  153  for  $350,000,000  relief  had  rougher  sailing  in  the  House  than  did  the  bill  for 
aid  to  Greece  and  Turkey.  Before  sending  it  to  the  Senate,  the  House  cut  the  total  amount 
down  to  $200,000,000,  inspired  by  the  false  rumor  that  Herbert  Hoover  had  said  not  more 
than  that  amount  could  be  spent.  The  Senate  voted  the  full  amount j  the  conference  commit¬ 
tee  agreed  on  the  full  sum.  The  last  read  hurdle  was  crossed  on  May  21  when  a  motion  to 
recommit  this  report  failed  to  pass  the  House,  170-205.  The  conference  report  passed  both 
Houses  that  same  day,  but  appropriations  must  still  be  passed. 

International  Children  *  s  Emergency  Fund.  In  the  House  version  of  the  bill  from  15  to  50 

million  dollars  of  the  funds  were  allocated  to 
the  Children's  Fund,  on  a  permissive  basis.  In  other  words,  the  President  was  authorized 
to  adlocate  $15  million  to  the  United  Nations  relief  work,  and  up  to  $50  million,  provid¬ 
ing  the  U.S.  did  not  contribute  more  than  57^  of  the  total  contributed  by  all  donors.  The 
Senate  had  no  such  provision  in  their  bill.  The  conference  report  called  for  $15  million 
to  be  specifically  eamarked  for  the  I  C  E  F,  and  up  to  $U0  million  may  be  used  if  matched 
by  other  countries.  This  is  not  at  all  sufficient  to  meet  the  need. 

The  Freight  Amendment.  The  new  relief  measure  also  makes  possible  for  -the  first  time  the 

use  of  government  funds  to  supplement  private  relief  efforts.  Of 
the  $350,000,-000,  up  to  $5  million  may  be  used  to  provide  ocean  shipping  space  for  the 
goods  of  voluntary  agencies  doing  relief  work  abroad.  The  space  will  be  available  for  sup¬ 
plies  to  those  countries  named  in  the  bill:  Italy,  Austria,  Poland,  Hungary,  Greece,  China 
and  Trieste,  It  will  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  President's  appointed  administrator 
of  relief,  who  presumably  will  certify  the  organizations  qualifying  for  this  aid. 

Senator  Smith  of  New  Jersey  introduced  the  amendment  into  the  Senate  version  of  the  bill, 
after  representations  by  a  group  composed  of  three  persons  from  the  American  Council  of 
Voluntary  Agencies  had  waited  upon  him, — one  from  Church  World  Service,  one  from  the 
National  Catholic  Welfare  Conference,  and  one  from  F  C  N  L,  It  was  pointed  out  that  the 
private  agencies  had  sent  $200  million  worth  of  relief  abroad  in  191*6,  but  that  for  the 
first  quarter  of  19i*f  the  total  had  been  only  $1*0  million,  indicating  that  less  than  $l60 
million  could  be  expected  to  be  put  into  priva-be-  relief  efforts  in  the  whole  year.  On  the 
other  hand,  gifts  in  kind  are  increasingly  available,  and,  if  afforded  transportation,  can 
increase  the  total  flow  of  relief  to  neecfy  areas.  Private  agency  representatives  were 
quoted  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  as  estimating  that  for  every  dollar  of  free  ocean  freight 
made  available,  $10  of  relief  supplies  could  be  delivered,  Ilius  the  total  relief  effort 
could  be  considerably  increased. 
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RELIEF  IN  CXiCUPIED  AREAS 

The  Secretary  of  State,  as  well  as  leaders  of  both  Foreign  Affairs  Committees  in  Congress, 
Senator  Vandenberg  and  Representative  Eaton,  have  declared  that  no  more  funds  will  be 
asked  this  session  for  relief,  except  for  the  occupied  areas.  This  would  obviously  leave 
roan  for  the  appropriation  of  funds  to  stabilize  conditions  in  Korea.  The  Appropriations 
Committee  has  not  yet  acted  on  the  army  request  for  $725  million  for  civilian  relief  in 
occupied  areas  next  year.  The  F  C  N  L  has  requested  that  the  committee  hear  Claude  Shotts, 
recently  returned  from  15  monttis  in  Germany  as  head  of  CRALOG  (Council  of  Relief  Agencies 
Licensed  to  Operate  in  Germany) .  Members  of  the  Appropriations  Committee  Subcommittee  for 
War  Department  matters  are:  Albert  J,  Engel  (Mich,),  chairman;  Francis  Case  (South  Dakota), 
Harve  Tibbott,  Errett  P.  Scrivner,  John  H,  Kerr,  George  H,  Mahon,  W.  F*  Norrell, 

RECONSTRUCTION 

Belatedly  but  finally  the  government  has  begun  to  turn  its  attention  to  the  long-term  aspect 
of  planning  for  reconstruction  abroad.  The  emphasis  has  shifted  to  the  need  for  economic 
rather  than  military  aid,  if  our  way  of  life  is  to  be  vindicated  in  the  only  effective  ahjd 
constructive  manner.  Dean  Acheson's  speech  on  May  8  in  Mississippi  represented  a  milestorte 
on  this  road.  He  said  in  part:  “The  war  will  not  be  over  until  the  people  of  the  world 
can  again  feed  and  clothe  themselves  and  face  the  future  with  some  degree  of  confidence,,,. 
Cur  exports  of  goods  and  services  to  the  rest  of  the  world  during  the  current  year,  19U7> 
are  estimated  to  total  $l6  billions,  an  all-time  peacetime  high.  This  represents  one 
month's  work  for  each  man  and  woman  in  the  United  States,  one  month's  output  from  every 
farm,  factory,  and  mine,,,.  It  is  still  far  short  of  what  the  people  of  the  world  need  if 
they  are  to  eat  enough  to  maintain  their  physical  strength  and  at  the  same  time  carry  on 
essential  measures  of  reconstruction  and  become  self-supporting..,,  We  will  receive  commodi¬ 
ties  and  services  from  abroad  to  the  value  of  about  $8  billions.,..  We  in  the  United  States 
must  take  as  large  a  volume  of  imports  as  possible  from  abroad  in  order  that  the  financial 
gap  between  what  the  world  needs  and  what  it  can  pay  can  be  narrowed," 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  announced  a  new  high-level  policy  board  to  make  over-all  plans 
for  the  most  efficient  use  of  American  econcanic  aid,  Christian  Herter,  Congressman  from 
Massachusetts,  has  introduced  a  resolution  (H.Res,  173)  for  the  establishment  of  a  "select 
ccmnittee  on  foreign  aid",  canposed  of  15  members  of  the  House,  including  two  from  each  of 
the  following  committees:  Agriculture,  Foreign  affairs.  Armed  Services,  Banking  and  Cur¬ 
rency,  and  Appropriations.  Something  of  this  nature  is  badly  needed,  A  joint  committee  of 
both  Houses  might  be  preferable,  vhile  the  bi-partisan  foreign  policy  should  permit  the  ad- 
'  ministration  to  take  Congressional  leaders  into  its  confidence  at  the  planning  stage,  rather 
than  waiting  for  a  crisis, 

EVACUATION  CLAIMS  CCMJISSION 

One  hundred  ten  thousand  Japanese  Americans,  forcibly  turned  out  of  their  homes  during  the 
war  and  herded  into  "concentration  camps"  (the  phrase  is  Senator  Ferguson's)  on  short  not¬ 
ice,  are  stS31  without  any  redress  from  the  government.  The  Interior  Department  has  recog¬ 
nized  the  injustice  done  to  this  minority  group  and  introduced  into  Congress  for  the  second 
time  a  bill  to  establish  an  Evacuation  ciaims  Commission,  Hearings  on  H.R.  2768,  bearing 
the  name  of  Representative  Michener,  head  of  the  House  Judiciary  Committee,  will  be  held 
May  28,  The  subcommittee  handling  the  measure  is  composed  of:  John  W.  Gwynne  (Iowa), 
chairman;  Clifford  P,  Case  (N.J.),  Angier  L.  Goodwin,  Francis  E,  waiter,  Joseph  R.  Bryson, 
Thomas  J.  Lane,  if  this  committee  reports  the  bill  out  favorably,  chances  of  ultimate 
passage  are  excellent.  The  Senate,  having  passed  the  bill  last  session,  would  probably  do 
so  again  without  extensive  hearings.  ELEMENTARY  JUSTIC  REQUIRES  PRCM4PT  ACTION. 

DISPLACED  PERSONS 

The  International  Refugee  Organization  is  to  take  over  the  work  of  UNRRA  whose  refugee  work 
ceases  on  June  30.  Congress  has  been  slow  in  ensuring  U,S.  adherence  to  the  organization. 
The  Senate  acted  March  25,  but  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  has  not  yet  reported  out 
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the  measure.  In  the  hearings.  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  Hildring  testified  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  stressing  again  the  economy  involved  in  joining  the  international  body,  idther 
indirectly  through  UNRRA  or  directly  through  the  army,  upkeep  of  600,000  D.P.'s  in  the 
American  Zone  now  costs  the  U.S.  government  $130,000,000  annually.  By  joining  the  I  R  0, 
which  will  cost  the  U.S.  only  $75>000,000  at  the  most,  $55>000,000  will  be  saved.  Not  much 
was  said  about  the  human  misery  involved  or  the  need  to  cooperate  with  a  U.N.  agency.  On 
the  other  hand.  General  Hildring  pointed  out  that  by  helping  to  establish  an  international 
agency  for  tiiis  probl«n  the  United  States  would  be  drawing  other  nations  into  a  feeling  of 
mutual  responsibility  for  the  "ultimate  solution"  of  the  problem,  A  major  weakness  is  that 
the  I  R  0  is  specifically  excluded  frcari  dealing  with  the  millions  of  German  expellees  from 
East  Prussia,  Czechoslovakia,  and  Eastern  Europe  under  the  Big  Power  agreements. 

IMMIGRATION 

The  "ultimate  solution"  depends  on  the  willingness  of  various  countries  of  the  world  to  al¬ 
low  these  unfortunate  people  to  settle  in  their  territory.  Most  countries  are  waiting  for 
the  U.S,  to  take  the  lead  in  permitting  some  imraigration.  The  bill  to  make  it  possible  for 
100,000  of  these  peop;j.e  to  come  into  the  U.S.  annually  for  four  years  (H.R.  2910)  is  to  re¬ 
ceive  a  hearing  before  the  Immigration  Subcommittee  of  the  House  Judiciary  Committee,  begin¬ 
ning  on  June  U.  A  host  of  people  and  organizations  desire  to  be  heard;  the  difficulty  is 
to  keep  the  number  down  so  the  bill  can  get  to  the  floor,  Frank  Aydelotte  will  testify  in 
the  name  of  the  A  F  S  C  with  statistics  gathered  all  over  the  viorld  concerning  the  plans 
of  other  governments  to  accept  a  share  of  the  D,P.*s  as  immigrants.  The  administration, 
fortunately,  has  decided  to  support  tnis  bill. 

To  get  action  within  two  months  of  the  end  of  the  session  will  require  a  great  intensity  of 
expressed  concern  on  the  part  of  the  public  at  large.  Some  of  this  concern  is  evident  in 
the  press;  if  it  can  be  translated  into  Congressional  mail,  the  matter  may  yet  be  achieved 
during  this  Congress. 

FROZEN  FUND 

Official  confirmation  Irias  been  received  that  the  money  earned  by  conscientious  objectors 
during  the  war  (about  $1,300,000)  was  taken  out  of  the  special  account  as  of  the  end  of 
hostilities  announced  by  the  President  on  Dec,  31>  19U6.  The  funds  thereupon  became  a  part 
of  the  miscellaneous  or  general  receipts  of  the  Treasury,  The  bill  introduced  by  Congress¬ 
man  W. .Sterling  Cole  of  Nev;  York  (H.R.  1930)  would  allocate  this  money  to  the  International 
Children’s  mergency  Fund.  Now  that  the  Children’s  Piind  has  been  assured  of  at  least  $15 
million  from  the  U.S.  Treasury,  a  move  is  under  way  to  have  action  on  the  Cole  bill ^ taken 
by  tiie  Subcommittee  on  Pay  and  Administration  of  the  House  Armed  Services  Cocmittee,  headed 
by  Representative  ’A’illiam  W,  Blackney  of  Michigan, 

PROPOSED  BAN  ON  LIQUOR  ADVERTISING 

Senator  Capper  cf  Kansas  has  introduced  a  bill  (S.  265)  in  the  Senate  "to  prohibit  the 
transportation  in  interstate  commerce  of  advertisements  of  alcoholic  beverages  and  for 
other  purposes,"  The  bill  would  also  ban  liquor  advertising  on  the  radio  and  prohibit  the 
sending  of  orders  for  liquor  through  the  mails  in  states  where  it  is  unlawful.  Hearings 
were  held  on  the  measure  on  May  12  and  13  before  the  Interstate  Conmerce  Committee,  Forty- 
two  witnesses  appeared  in  favor  of  the  legislation,  including  two  other  Senators,  Danger 
and  Taylor,  and  Representatives  Phillips  (Calif,)  and  Bryson  (S.G,).  Other  witnesses  in¬ 
cluded  representatives  of  many  Protestant  denominations,  the  Grange,  and  the  National  Edu¬ 
cation  Association.  Others,  including  the  Friends  Temperance  Association,  filed  statements. 
Ihe  hearings  are  being  printed;  write  to  Senator  Capper  for  copies.  Write  members  of  the 
committee  your  opinion  of  the  measure;  they  are:  Wallace  H,  Yftiite  (Maine),  Charles  W. 

Tobey,  Clyde  M,  Reed,  Owen  Brewster,  E,  H,  Moore,  H^er  E,  Capehart,  Edwin  C,  Johnson,  Tom 
Stewart,  Ernest  W.  McFarland,  Warren  G,  Magnuson,  Francis  J.  Myers,  Brien  McMahon, 
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The  War  Oepartaent  in  October,  1946  ordered  Brig.  Oen*  John  N.  Berine  to  Tort  Enoz, 
Kentnoky  to  prepare  for  the  opening  of  an  experimental  U.M.T.  camp.  The  first  trainees 
who  arrired  on  January  4  were  told  by  General  Derinet  "It  is  onr  mission  to  demonstrate 
that  military  training,  as  proposed  by  the  War  Department,  is  beneficial  to  the  youth 
of  the  nation,  as  well  as  necessary  to  the  seoturity  of  the  country.”  One  of  the  13 
Army  Public  Relations  officers  stationed  at  the  unit  later  said:  ”Ve  hare  one  purpose — 
to  sell  IhiiTersal  Military  Training  to  the  public.”  In  line  with  this  the  Amy's  Public 
Relations  Office  has  arranged  numerous  radio  broadcasts,  airplane  trips  to  Port  Enoz  at 
Army  esqpense  for  newspaper  reporters  and  magasine  writers,  and  speaking  trips  to  ciril* 
Ian  groups  by  officers  and  trainees. 


Port  Enox  U.M.T.  camp  is  k 


's  conscription  canpai 


Var  Department  plans  also  proride  for  Tisits  to  Port  Enox  by  key  oirilians  and 
legislators.  They  beliere  the  Port  Euox  unit  w^ll  so  inqpress  the  nation  that  it  will  be 
the  decisire  factor  in  getting  a  U.M.T.  law  passed.  Since  it  is  increasingly  obrious 
that  the  Army  is  building  its  case  on  this  experiment,  a  thorou^  examination  is  essential. 

There  are  664  boys  aged  17  to  19*  of  whom  320  are  only  17.  They  are  trained, 
said  the  Washington  Star  of  April  24,  by  a  force  of  482  enlisted  men,  75  officers  and 
3  warrant  officers”  who  were  hand  picked  -  the  best  the  Regular  Army  could  offer*  The 
boys  drill  40  hours  a  week  %rlth  clean-up  for  inspection,  E.P.  and  other  fatigue  work 
being  done  during  the  so-called  "time-off”.  Good  food,  luxurious  club  facilities,  girls 
whom  the  Amy  brings  from  nearby  towns  for  the  post  dances,  the  hobby  shop,  an  education¬ 
al  program — all  help  to  make  this  a  different  kind  of  Army  camp.  The  result  is  relatirely 
hi^  morale. 


Volunteer  trainees  not  t3 


of  a  conscript  system 


Although  the  camp  is  designed  to  prore  that  compulsory  military  training  would 
work,  erery  boy  at  the  camp  is  a  rolunteer  who  enlisted  by  choice  in  the  Regular  Amy. 
Captain  Liddell  Hart,  British  military  analyst,  wrote  in  "Why  Don't  We  Learn  Proa 
History?”:  "It  is  not,  in  reality,  possible  to  make  men  do  something  without  risking 
more  than  is  gained  from  the  convened  effort.  The  method  may  appear  practicable,  be¬ 
cause  it  often  wox^s  when  applied  to  those  who  are  merely  hesitant.  When  applied  to 
those  who  are  definitely  unwilling  it  fails,  howerer,  because  it  generates  friction  and 
fosters  subtle  foras  of  erasion  that  spoil  the  effect  which  is  sou^t.  The  test  of 
whether  a  principle  works  is  to  be  found  in  the  product.  Efficiency  springs  from  enthu¬ 
siasm — because  this  alone  can  derelop  a  dynamic  impulse.  Enthusiasm  is  incompatible  with 
compulsion— because  it  is  essentially  spontaneous*  Compulsion  is  thus  bound  to  deaden 
enthusiasm— because  it  dries  up  the  source.  The  more  an  indiridual,  or  a  nation,  has 
been  accustomed  to  freedom,  the  more  deadening  will  be  the  effect  of  a  change  to  compulsionP 

Ho  experiment  based  on  willing  Tolunteers  is  typical  of  a  system  which  relies  on 
compulsion. 


The  officers  and  soldiers  who  train  the  boys  were  carefully  selected.  One  reporter 
in  the  Washington  Star  on  April  24  wrote:  "•  .  .the  Amy  is  clearly  working  under  ideal 
rather  than  typical  conditions*  This  is  notably  true  in  the  quantity  of  personnel  as¬ 
signed  to  assist  in  the  training.  .  .the  surplus  (of  training  personnel)  reduces  the  time 
each  nan  must  derote  to  routine  military  duties.  General  Derine's  recruits  receiTs  the 
close  personal  ssqperrision  of  a  judge  adrocate,  a  psychiatrist,  two  chaplains,  three 
special  serrice  efficers,  and  28  enlisted  men,  and  three  information-education  officers 
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vith  three  enlisted  assistants  and  a  staff  of  eirilian  instructors.  Unless  the  Army  is 
prepared  to  withdraw  fron  eirilian  aerrioe  a  rast  number  of  clergymen*  lawyers*  psychia¬ 
trists*  and  teachers  the  arerage  soldier  under  unirersal  training  will  not  get  comparable 
superrision.” 

Still  another  reporter*  writing  in  the  Ai>ril  15  Hew  York  Poet,  said:  .  .officers 

and  eadremen  were  handpicked.  They  are  of  sux>erior  quality.  You  couldn't  staff  U.M.T. 
on  a  large  scale  with  such  officers  because  they  wouldn't  be  arailable.” 

General  Derine  himself*  according  to  the  Hew  York  Post  of  April  16*  recognised 
that  the  Army  Just  isn't  equipped  with  its  present  personnel  to  handle  U.M.T.  in  the  way 
the  Port  &10Z  ezperlmeju^  is  handled.  He  said:  "Certainly  officers  must  be  trained  for 
this  work  before  we  dare  hare  U.M.T.  on  a  large  scale.  . 

There  are  health  •problems 

In  less  than  months*  according  to  General  Deylne*  out  of  664  trainees*  15  boys 
had  to  be  hospitalised  so  long  that  they  had  to  be  dropped  from  the  unit.  During  the 
same  period*  according  to  the  General*  two  boys  were  discharged  from  the  unit  for  mental 
health  reasons.  When  the  ccuop's  only  major  health  problems  are  discharged  it  is  easy 
to  make  the  claim  as  the  General  does  that  "their  program  is  designed.  .  .to  make  the 
indlridual  mentally  alert*  morally  sound*  and  physically  strong  and  well-coordinated." 

War  Department  personnel  try  to  keep  the  health  record  looking  as  good  as  possible 
for  the  public.  Tor  example*  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer  on  April  20,  194?  reported  that 
Dr.  Edward  Strecker,  consultant  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  neuro-psychiatry,  "said  he 
was  conTlnced  that  the  training  program  would  not  produce  anything  like  the  number  of 
neuropsychiatrlc  cases  which  hare  been  predicted  or  which  were  encountered  by  the  Army 
during  the  war.  This*  he  said*  will  certainly  be  so  if  appropriate  measures  are  taken 
to  'screen'  the  Incipient  psycho -neurotics  from  the  trainees  at  the  outset." 

The  stl4gma  of  segregation 

There  are  no  Hegroes  in  the  unit.  When  questioned  about  this  General  Devine  indi¬ 
cated  that  Hegroes  would  be  included  if  Congress  passed  U.M.T.  However*  he  indicated 
that  in  such  a  small  experimental  unit*  it  wouldn't  be  practical  to  bring  in  enou^ 
Hegroes  to  fora  a  separate  platoon.  In  other  words*  Negroes  wotdd  be  segregated  into 
speciskl  units  if  U.M.T.  passes.  Political  considerations  are  behind  the  policy  of  hav¬ 
ing  no  Hegroes  at  the  U.M.T.  camp*  according  to  one  member  of  the  Amy's  U.M.T.  Advisory 
Committee.  The  Hew  York  Post  of  April  l6  said  Babbi  Bauch  of  the  Louisville  committee 
"regretted  it  but  suggested  that  the  South  might  oppose  U.M.T.  if  Hegroes  were  included." 

Segregation  occurs  at  another  level*  the  level  of  intelligence.  A  small  group  of 
boys  whom  General  Devine  calls  "the  morons"  were  picked  for  the  unit  as  an  experiment  in 
training  boys  of  low  intelligence  rating.  These  boys  are  segregated  in  a  separate 
platoon.  The  Washington  Star  of  April  24  says  of  these  boys:  "They  resent  the  implica¬ 
tions  of  their  own  segregation.  .  .They  think  the  increased  emphasis  on  manual  labor  In 
their  platoon  is  Just  an  excuse  to  stake  them  into  a  labor  detsichment.  'They  laugh  a’’ 
us  because  we  haven't  fired  a  rifle  yet.'  They  know  they  are  in  a  platoon  which  is  rw— 
gaurded  as  inferior  and  consequently  they  have  no  pride  in  their  unit.  In  athletic  con¬ 
tests  their  platoon  officer  reports  they  do  fairly  well  until  they  get  a  little  behind — 
then  everybody  quits. * 

Such  policies  of  segregation  are  hardly  the  "training  in  democracy"  the  public  has 
been  told  U.M.T.  would  be. 

The  problem  of  self-diseiuline 

A  War  Department  spokesman*  Edward  A.  Strecker*  was  quoted  in  the  Philadelphia 
Inquirer  of  April  20*  as  follows:  "The  program  (at  the  U.M.T.  camp)  involves  the  teach¬ 
ing  of  self-discipline  without  regimentation  and  without  breaking  down  individuality." 

In  general  this  idea  is  advertised  by  the  Amy  Public  Belations  officers.  However*  a 
Bomber  of  men  have  to  stand  guard  duty  at  ni^t  and  patrol  the  eaq;>  to  make  sure  the  boys 
don't  violate  the  rules.  Military  policemen  make  the  rounds  in  parts  of  the  caoip  not 
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imder  ^uard  dxxty*  The  hoys  are  not  tmeted  to  dreae  neatly*  keep  their  harraoks  clean* 
or  otherviae  act  aa  Indlvldnala*  They  are  inapeeted  periodically  and  expected  to  conform 
to  rulea  which  no  college  or  progreaalTe  clrlllan  Institution  would  demand  of  a  hoy  who 
la  aelf-^iaclpllned  or  learning  to  he* 

Amy  puhlic  relatione  and  aome  newapaper  report  era  point  with  pride  to  the  TI.M.T* 
dlBcipllnary  plan.  Thia  plan  featurea  a  demerit  system  for  minor  offenses  and  "each  de¬ 
merit  orer  ten  In  one  month*  ohligatea  "a  trainee  to  perform  one  hour  of  extra  fatlgne 
duty"  says  the  Jew  Tprk  Times  of  March  l6*  Demerits  are  easily  acquired*  A  War  Depscrt- 
ment  report  on  the  unit  dated  March  24  Indicates  that  demerits*  >dilch  are  glwen  hy  the 
company  commander*  are  glren  for  unshined  shoes*  unshined  ornaments  on  the  uniform*  hair 
which  is  not  properly  cut*  and  other  similar  offenses.  Interestingly  enou^*  the  "failure 
to  render  proper  military  courtesy”  such  aa  using  the  word  ”alr”  to  officers  or  saluting* 
carries  a  permlssahle  penalty  of  six  demerits*  whereas  gambling  In  the  U.M.T*  area 
carries  a  penalty  of  only  5  demerits  for  the  first  offense.  The  emphasis  on  conformity 
and  regimentation  la  the  exact  opposite  of  self -discipline  and  Indlrlduallty* 

The  most  democratic  aspect  of  the  disciplinary  plan  Is  the  trainee  courts*  Seren 
trainees  from  his  own  company  try  the  accused  with  the  aid  of  a  Trial  Judge  Adrocate* 
a  Defense  Counsel*  and  a  commissioned  officer*  These  courts  try  offenses  such  as  AVOL 
for  24  hours  or  less*  and  conduct  prejudicial  to  the  standards  and  reputation  of  the 
U.M.T.  experimental  unit.  The  maximum  penalty  is  seren  days  at  hard  labor.  But  these 
trainee  courts  are  not  permitted  to  deal  with  major  offenses  nor  with  trainees  twice  con- 
Ticted  hy  trainee  courts.  Such  offenses  and  offenders  are  handled  hy  military  court 
martial*  In  other  words*  the  hoys  know  that  the  iron  military  hand  is  waiting  behind 
the  Telret  glove  of  the  trainee  courts* 

Ceneral  Devine  pointed  out  that  there  is  no  guardhouse*  If  anyone  commits  a 
serious  crime  he  is  discharged  instead  of  being  confined*  He  is  then  dealt  with  either 
by  civilian  authorities  or  hy  regular  Army  courts.  With  such  a  procedure  it  is  possible 
to  weed  out  undesirable  elements  and  advertise  the  unit  as  a  model  unit*  Jevertheless* 
there  are  crime  problems*  Boys  have  gone  AWOL  for  longer  than  24  hours  and  had  to  be 
brought  back  by  military  police*  an  automobile  was  stolen  by  one  boy*  $60  was  stolen* 

The  evening  of  April  25  an  Army  captain  kept  one  mess  hall  full  of  boys  waiting  a  half 
hour  for  supper  while  he  "bawled  them  out”  because  someone  unknown  had  stolen  an  Amy 
Service  revolver.  As  one  trainee  pointed  out*  "it  could  have  been  an  officer  or  a 
visitor  from  outside  the  Tinit  who  did  the  stealing*  but  we  were  blamed*” 

Morality  by  flat 

Arny  Public  Belatlons  has  done  its  best  Job  at  the  point  of  advertising  the  morality 
of  the  U.M.T.  unit*  For  example*  the  Wimh ingtnn  Daily  Jews  of  April  24  said*  "General 
Devine  claims  the  Umtees  use  lees  profanity*  Their  officers  and  noneoms  are  forbidden 
to  use  it.  There  is  lees  intoxication.  Jo  beer  Is  sold  at  the  post  exchange."  In  the 
Jew  York  Post  of  April  l6  a  reporter  said:  "Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Devine  In  command,  was 
distressed  when  I  told  of  hearing  one  vulgar  word  spoken  during  a  night  In  barracks.” 

Althou^  this  unit  of  carefully  selected  officers  and  men  has  fewer  problems  than 
most  Army  units*  it  is  definitely  misleading  to  convey  the  Impression  that  there  Is  prac¬ 
tically  no  swearing  or  drinking.  Boys  do  not  use  profanity  or  bad  language  in  front  of 
officers  who  they  know  would  punish  them.  Furthermore*  the  boys  have  been  indoctrinated 
with  the  idea  of  the  necessity  of  U.M.T.  and  of  not  letting  their  unit  down.  The  Infor¬ 
mation  and  Education  officer  specifically  said  the  motivation  of  the  unit  In  peacetime 
comparable  to  the  wartime  motivation  of  defeating  the  enemy  is  "esprit  de  corps."  The 
result  Is  that  the  boys  are  unusually  careful  in  front  of  civilians*  especially  clergy¬ 
men  and  reporters.  After  noting  the  reluctance  of  several  trainees  to  discuss  the  real 
situation*  this  writer* while  unobserved  In  the  men's  room  at  the  Service  Club*  overheard 
nine  of  the  first  ten  boys  who  came  in  swear  like  troopers.  One  of  them*  when  questioned 
admitted  that  a  number  didn't  obey  the  rules  when  the  officers  weren't  around.  When 
asked  how  they  got  their  beer  he  replied  that  during  the  week  they  would  sneak  over  to 
the  nearby  Begular  Amy  post*  Week-ends  they  got  it  and  stronger  liquor  In  Louisville* 
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He  said  it  was  easy  to  erade  detection  1)7  tearing  off  the  U.M.T.  insignia  or  shoulder 
patch  while  in  town  and  sewing  it  on  again  when  ready  to  return  to  camp* 

Amy  Public  Belations  has  made  the  point  which  also  is  mentioned  in  the  April  24^ 
Yashipgton  Dally  Hews:  "Louisrille  bartenders  are  cooperating  by  refusing  to  serre  the 
stuff  to  Umtees  on  pass.*  Howeyer*  personal  inyestigation  in  Louisyille  disclosed  that 
out  of  two  liquor  stores  on  Jefferson  Street  and  two  liquor-senring  cafes  near  the 
Central  Bailroad  station,  none  of  the  proprietors  knew  anything  about  the  U.M.T.  insignia 
or  how  you  could  tell  a  U.M.T.  boy.  In  Kentucky  there  is  a  law  forbidding  the  sale  of 
Intoxicants  to  minors.  Conscientious  oafe  or  liquor  store  personnel  do  not  sell  to  boys 
of  18  but  as  one  of  them  admitted,  "you  canH  always  tell  how  old  a  soldier  is." 

Moreoyer,  the  rule  about  drinking  either  doesn't  apply  to  officers  or  else  they^ 
violate  it.  At  the  bachelors  officers'  quarters  there  is  drinking  and  discussion  of 
drinking  bouts  which  this  writer  had  called  to  his  attention  the  evening  of  his  visit 
there.  An  officer  the  following  morning  closed  a  door  to  a  room  where  liquor  bottles 
and  glasses  were  visible  and  commented  that  the  orderlies  should  be  more  efficient. 

Venereal  disease  control  is  in  the  hands  of  the  chaplains,  who  according  to  the 
Washington  Star  of  April  23  teach  "only  one  method  of  avoiding  disease— total  abstinence 
from  sexual  relations."  When  this  is  coupled  with  the  statement  in  the  same  paper: 

"bo  far  the  method  has  had  dramatic  success.  Only  one  case  of  venereal  disease  has  been 
reported  among  the  recruits.  .  .*;  it  implies  that  only  one  boy  has  failed  to  follow  the 
chaplain's  advice.  Actually,  however,  several  trainees  indicated  to  this  writer  that  a 
nimber  of  boys  had  violated  this  rule,  some  of  them  for  the  first  time  in  their  lives. 
Another  trainee  who  had  been  married  before  entering  the  Army  smd  whose  wife  was  a  long 
distance  from  Fort  Knox,  admitted  that  he  had  been  unable  to  abstain  from  sexual  rela¬ 
tions  on  visits  to  Louisville.  When  questioned  he  indicated  that  prophylactics  are  not  dii< 
pensed  in  the  U.M.T.  unit  but  could  be  gotten  easily  in  Louisville*  He  also  revealed 
how  boys  evaded  the  restriction  placed  upon  them  in  Louisville.  According  to  the  camp 
newspaper  of  April  19*  "After  receiving  the  week-end  pass  the  trainee  is  obliged  to  spend 
the  ni^t  at  either  the  U.S.O.  or  %rith  relatives  or  friends  in  Louisville.  .  .the  U.S.O. 
is  checked  to  make  sure  that  each  boy  who  stated  that  he  would  stay  there  is  sictually 
registered."  However,  this  trainee  said  a  number  of  boys  after  registering  at  the  U.S.O. 
would  sneak  out  and  stay  where  they  pleased.  Another  trainee  discovered  that  it  was 
easier  to  pick  up  younger  girls  in  the  late  afternoon  or  early  evening  and  still  not 
violate  the  rule  of  spending  the  ni^t  at  the  U.S.O. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  General  Devine  and  his  officers  have  done  their  beet 
to  discourage  many  of  the  evils  of  the  Begular  Army.  However,  the  system  of  withdrawing 
young  boys  away  from  normal  feunlly  life  and  normal  contact  with  girls,  and  putting  them 
in  a  situation  where  under  the  anonymity  of  the  uniform  it  seems  adventurous  to  follow 
the  challenge  of  other  boys,  inevitably  results  in  the  pattern  of  the  Beguleur  Amy. 
Moreover,  officers  can  set  an  example  only  if  at  all  times  they  do  not  swear,  drink,  or 
engage  in  other  practices  forbidden  to  the  men. 

The  resd  problem  is  militarism 

Although  U.M.T.  publicity  is  largely  centered  on  what  the  Hew  York  Tines  of  Febru- 
ary  23  called  a  program  "to  convince  Oongress  and  mother  and  dad  that  a  year  under  mili¬ 
tary  guardianship  is  Just  the  thing  for  a  growing  boy.  .  .*,  the  real  issue  is  militarism. 
The  Times  added,  "The  schedule  still  holds  the  same  amount  of  marching,  the  same  prinary 
lessons  in  military  subjects  and  weapons.  .  Jl  lot  of  it  is  on  the  double.  'We  really 
drive  them  harder  than  the  regular  recruits,'  a  cadreman  said.  'They're  1?  or  18  and  we 
know  they  can  take  it.'* 

They  are  tau^t  to  respect  an  officer  and  his  opinion  Just  because  he  is  an  officer. 
The  discipline  of  saluting  and  saying  "sir*  to  an  officer  is  rigidly  enforced.  Moreover, 
there  is  the  typical  enophasis  on  military  might  as  the  approach  to  world  peskce. 

***«*«« 

Issued  by  the  Hational  Cotmcil  Against  Conscription  _ ^ _ 
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